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(Right-Left) Layla
Muhammad read poetry
at Concert Tour of Saud
El-Amin held in Home-
wood, Ill., and MC’d by
Eugene Abdul Saboor.

— Imam W. Deen Mohammed Speaks —

“When I say rest, I mean find relief. Not to just go to bed at night from a day’s work or from a day’s activities. I
am talking about resting your energies, resting your efforts, that message that we get from the sunrise and the
sun setting. For this, you go to fun and a party — that is OK. You go to a social gathering, and that is OK. But don’t
go to something that is going to bring your good life down.” (Please turn to page 17)

A Cultural Evo-Revolution

Saud El-Amin Tour Encompasses Local Muslim Artists

(Please turn to page 3)

(Photos by Haroon Raja’ee)

Muslim
“Progress Theatre”
Performs at the Apollo

(R-L) Scene from PEACHES starring Cristal Chanelle
Trucott, Maiesha McQueen and Dana Bowles. Joining
at right are Aaron Goodson Rasheedah Bumbray (R-L),

as they gather under the
the Holy Qur’an.

(Please turn to page 8)

“Sign” of Allah and around
(Photos by Atintoye Moses)
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Muslim “Progress Theatre” Peforms at the Apollo

Continued from page 1
By Zahra Al-Deen

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. —
“Tell everyone you know that
Progress is coming to town!”
Progress Theatre, that is, a
touring ensemble founded by
an awarded and rising Mus-
limah playwright, Cristal
Chanelle Truscott.

The company’s next stop is
the historic and famous Apol-
lo Theater in New York City,
April 28-29, 2006. Tickets are
affordably priced at $15, so
this can be a family affair.

Progress Theatre or PT, as
they are fondly known, has
toured the U.S. nonstop since
2001. Together with music
composer, Maiesha McQueen
and talented performers
Dana Bowles, Rashida Bum-
bray and Aaron Goodson, this
increasingly popular group is
on a mission to spread the
message of peace through the
arts.

When PT performed in
Atlanta in January, 1
laughed, cried and listened,
as their show took me on a
historical, spiritual journey
about identity, love and
struggle that will stay in my
dreams for years to come.

The writing in PEACHES,
their most acclaimed piece
being featured at the Apollo,
is imaginatively subtle yet
hard-hitting and unapologet-

ic.

Playwright Cristal is the
next Lorraine Hansberry.
Songwriter Maiesha strikes
cords to move your soul, and
their voices beautifully fill
them with the emotion of
“striving.” Dana, Aaron and
Rashida join them on stage
and are fearlessly bold
actors.

The best part is that they
all pull it off in modest cloth-
ing, without sexual innuendo
and other pop-culture dis-
tractions and still manage to
have their fans across cul-
tures, Muslims and non-Mus-
lims, roaring for more.

Progress Theatre is not
your typical group of young
(all under 30) super-talented
performers. They don’t care
much for fame but are more
focused on pleasing G-d and
positively affecting the com-
munities they tour.

PT’s youth program, Gener-
ation Progress, was devel-
oped to introduce theater to
youth as a positive tool for
self-expression and communi-
ty involvement. “We feel it's

better to have a Generation
PT than a Generation MTV,”
explains Cristal.

They connect with each
tour community through sup-
porting local artists in an
“Open Stage” pre-show per-
formance opportunity.
They've got their sites on
opening theatres around the
country and touring over-
seas. One visit to www.pro-
gresstheatre.com will show
you that their latest success
in gracing the Apollo stage is
only the beginning.

I had the opportunity to
interview PT about the Apol-
lo show, their journeys to
Islam and being an inter-
faith company. If you've
never seen them, find out
where they will be next —
Baltimore, Md., May 4-7 —
or rouse to bring them to
your community.

Trust me, you will leave
wanting to change the world!
This close-knit family of
young, hip artists are an
example to us all of the
power faith and art have to
transform our communities
into semething progressively
more.

ZAD: Cristal, how did
Islam enter yo ir life? And
how did PT be( yme a Mus-
lim-owned, N\ uslim-run,
inter-faith performance
troupe touring the country?

Cristal: It’s interesting,
because my becoming Mus-
lim and the formation of PT
kind of happened simnltane-
ously.

When I started writing
PEACHES, my junior year at
New York University, I was
not Muslim. But I was seek-
ing spiritual clarity, and
Muslims were coming into
my life from all directions.

Half-way through writing
the play, I took my shahadah.
I think PEACHES has heavy
themes of transformation,
because that’s what I was
going through at the time:
Self-transformation from a
person seeking truth to dis-
covering the truth in Islam
and changing my life to bet-
ter worship Allah.

Even with me as the only
Muslim at first, PT was
always a G-d-conscious
group, all the performers
being very spiritual people.

Then a few months after
PEACHES premiered,
Maiesha embraced Islam.
Aaron becoming Muslim last
year was the beautiful Will of

Allah.

We really do look at the
work that we do as dawah for
our audiences and amongst
ourselves. And with our non-
Muslim members, we also cel-
ebrate ourselves as a multi-
faith ensemble and respect
each other in that way.

Alhamdulillah, Allah has
just willed that the experi-
ence of shahadah keeps com-
ing into the realm of Progress
Theatre.

Today, Progress Theatre
tours a repertoire of plays
exploring the diversity of
African American experi-
ences and appeals to diverse
audiences with their univer-
sal messages of inter-commu-
nal dialogue, transformation
and peace.

As Islam teaches us, diffi-
culty and ease walk together
in life. So I always strive to
have my plays explore both
the triumphs in our commu-
nities, as well as those ele-
ments in need of progress.
The shows are entertaining
while encouraging dialogue
about deeper issues.

Maiesha, a PT founding
member, adds, “Hopefully, we
impact our audiences by
making them feel deeper,
think harder and expand
their perceptions of the world
around them, ultimately
becoming more G-d-centered
and more aware of the impor-
tance of living life purpose-
fully.”

Rashida Bumbray, an
ensemble member since
2004, had her introduction to
PT from the audience of a
performance. “I was com-
pletely moved by it,” she
remembers.

“I felt connected to the spir-
it of the work and its relevan-
cy for people of all faiths.”
Nearly a year later, Cristal
invited her to audition for the
group. “I felt it was an
answer to the prayer I said
the day I sat in the audience
of PEACHES.”

Aaron Goodson also

“began his journey to Progress

from the audience. “I was
very inspired by the way they
gave voice to the complexities
of the African American iden-
tity and how it was done in
the spirit .of sincerity, love

and passion.”

He’s been a member of PT
since 2003. “Progress Theatre
definitely played a role in my
taking shahadah, in that it

Please turn to page 14

Prgress Theatre, aka PT, cast (R-L) are Cristal
Chanelle Truscott, Maiesha McQueen, Aaron Goodson,
Dana Bowles, Rashida Bumbray.

On the streets of New York City: (R-L) ae ital
Chanelle Truscott, Maiesha McQueen, Aaron Goodson,
Dana Bowles and Rashida Bumbray.

“Scene from PEACHES” from right: Aaron Goodson,
Dana Bowles, Cristal Chanelle Truscott, Maiesha
McQueen.

(From ht.) Cristal Celle Truscott, Aaro:‘l Goodson,
Dana Bowles, Maiesha McQueen, Rashida Bumbray.

“Scene from PCHES” from right: Cristal Chanelle
Truscott, Maiesha McQueen, Dana Bowles.
(Photos by Akintoye Moses)






